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Politics of Fighting Bull Gambling
in the Southern of Thailand
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Abstract

This article aimed to explain about politics which was defined as
power, acceptation, using of power for domination, reaction, challenge, and
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getting power was defined as position of politics society which was how to be
through cultural way of community. The researcher selected “Fighting - Bull
native gambling” which is continuously popular among people in the Southern
as a case study by studying in the phenomenon field study “Fighting - Bull
gambling” from 2011 - 2012.

The research result revealed that firstly, fighting - bull in the term of
politics is the activity which is defined as the social area of power interaction of
stakeholders including the casino owners, bull owners, and gamblers. The first
two groups are acceptable from state institutions, politics or society as “the
gangster” or “the leader” like the Thai proverb “call the sky, it replies; yet
ask the earth, it answers” because of their autonomous, brave and dependable
characteristics. They have their own potential autonomy for self - governing
their community and social groups. Anyone who involves with gambling needs
to follow their rules and norms strictly. The casino owners are also available to
accept the outside power which is not against their rules or norms in the casino.
Therefore, the casino owner employs the power in special area that is depending
on their personality. Many people and especially bull owners and internal
groups in the casino in this cultural native gambling will become the gangster
or the leader who had the special characteristics. It influenced the gangster or
the leader to have a chance to refer their power for self - governing, to have
the role to manage the power outside the state authority through the acceptation
of people among the development of elite politics context. When Thai state
delegated power to the lower level, the power decentralized in region government
and local government system which is economy related to central government.
It was found that in almost of the fighting bull casinos, there would be a person
of a casino or in network who would change the acceptation, prestige which
are social power and could dominate state power in local government through
the election process, that is “the fighting bull gangster” had been changed
to “the local politician” or “the local executive” and ‘“region governing
officer” and attached to economic activities of other communities to a person
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of a casino or in network. So, it was the power integrated in a new community
to “entirely govern and use of power” and created the acceptation or effective
domination in the community.

Secondly, fighting bull gambling as the gamble activity which is cultural
community related to the other contemporary gambling activities which were
globalized practicing. Fighting bull gambling which is the native gambling has
to challenge with the new gambling which was developed from playing by
demand and supply in scientific management processes which were activities
forced by capitalism and neo - liberalism. However, fighting - bull gambling
existed by wisdom and new science: there was no pattern for gambling playing,
it needed concentration, attention, tolerance, specific rule of group. Moreover,
fighting - bull gambler had to travel to the casino or the field by himself to gamble
face to face in the casino which was not convenient. At the same time, he had
to avoid negative stamping of animal conservatives who refer to animal right
(bull) that the owners could not make any violence to animals. In the gambler’s
opinion, fighting - bull is a native gambling or entertaining activity and a strain
conservation which is valuable to maintain community cultural way. It is the
native culture which negotiates and challenges to new global cultural gamble
and the value of animal conservation leading by the West.

Keywords: Politics, Fighting Bull Gambling in the Southern
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