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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the causes of conflicts between
humans and wild elephants and to study the guidelines for sustainable
coexistence between people and wild elephants in Phawa Sub-district
Kaeng Hang Maeo District Chanthaburi Province. The method is a qualitative
research approach that uses using an in-depth interview method with
questionnaires as a tool for collecting data from two groups which are Group
1 community leaders in 5 villages having problems from wild elephants
invading and destroying agricultural crops, groups and Group 2 farmers group
affected by the destruction of wild elephants by agricultural crops in the
year 2562 in every household, totaling 20 households, in order to collect the
data to be summarized by analytical description. The study found that the
factors that cause conflict between humans and wild elephants In the area
of Phawa Sub-district Kaeng Hang Maeo District Chanthaburi province is a
population increase in the Phawa community during the period 1994 - 2019,
with an increase of more than 60 percent, causing encroachment of forest
areas to expand arable land, resulting in further reducing the forest that is a
natural habitat of elephants, causing wild elephants to search for food
outside the forest and the way of life of the people in the Phawa
community according to the capitalist economic system which spreads
within the community resulting from the development of public utilities of

the government agencies, resulting in the way of life of the people of the
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community to change from depending on natural resources as a traditional
way of life to the necessity of production factors. Living outside causes the
people of Phawa community to struggle to earn money which is the main
factor for consumption. Consuming makes it necessary to make use of the
forest, which inevitably leads to the encounter between humans and
elephants. The ways to solve conflicts between people and wild elephants
can be divided into 3 main ways as follows:

1) For urgent period or immediate solutions to problems, e.g.
setting up surveillance and evacuation missions and the fast-moving
operating set Patrol the area and advice and help given to the people to
solve the situation;

2) For medium period, e.g. constructing ditches to protect wild
elephants at precarious spots on routes that people and students use
regularly. In order to prevent the elephants from attacking and planting
more bamboos with thorns along the elephant barrier; providing with an
electric fence by collaborating with the village headman; monitoring the
area of a fruit orchard where elephants regularly come to eat the crops; and
organizing a set of operations to give knowledge on how to protect wild
elephants.

3) For Long-term period, it consists of 4 ways as follows: (1) building
a positive attitude to coexist between humans and wild elephants; (2)
modifying agriculture practices around areas where wild elephants live; (3)
improving government regulations by the Department of Disaster Prevention
and Mitigation to have clear and quick guidelines for providing assistance
when people are injured or killed by wild elephants or if agricultural crops
are damaged or destroyed; and (4) collaborating with agencies from the

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment to find ways to move wild
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elephants away when there is an increase in the amount of food sources
which are insufficient and moving to find a place for a new wild elephant.
The ferocious wild elephants are moved to the new area solely for the

ferocious wild elephant.
Keywords: Guidelines for solving, Conflicts, Wild Elephants
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