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Abstract

This research aims to examine the extended meanings and spatial
concepts of the word /18p/ in Thai. 1919 Occurrences of /1an/ were
retrieved from the “Search Smart Office” of www.pantip.com. The findings
indicate that there are 2 primary meanings of the word /1ap/ in Thai:
1) the basic meaning which refers to a ‘body part and 2) the extended
meanings. There are 2 ways in which the meaning of /148p/ is extended:
metaphorization and grammaticalization. In addition, the word /léU/
carries 4 spatial concepts: FRONT, BACK, ON, and UNDER. These spatial
concepts derive from 2 structures: an anthropomorphic model, and a
zoomorphic model. Considering in terms of the spatial relations schemata,
the word /1an/ originates from 2 related schemas: body only schema and

body - environment schema.

Keyword: Spatial concepts, Meaning extension, Polysemy, Human body, Back
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