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Abstract

Asia and Europe are connected not only historically, but
scientifically and culturally. Europe received many original ideas from
Asia. At the turn of the 19th century to the 20th century, Buddhist
philosophy seemed to interact with European culture. A great number
of European intellectuals were part of fin de si-cle, caught in the
atmosphere of a decadent world in the context of the coming Modern
Age. Buddhism happened to be one of their new hopes. The movement -
reminding us of the religious debates in the 13th century, when Europe
became aware of Buddhism, also of the studies of Sanskrit and the
apotheosis of India during the Romantic period — concentrates on the
moral and religious transfiguration of India and Buddhism in the Early
Modern Age. This can be found in the literary and musical works of
Karl Gjellerup, Richard Wagner, Thomas Mann, Rainer Maria Rilke, Hermann
Hesse, even Bertolt Brecht and August Strindberg, who were influenced
by the Buddhist Philosophy of Schopenhauer and Nietzsche.
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This research paper seeks to illustrate how the understanding
of the literary and musical works of those mentioned poets and composer
leads to the understanding of Europe and European culture. It may also
give the answer, why the Germans have special interest in Buddhism
more than other Europeans.

Keyword: reception of Buddhism in German literature and music in the Early

Modern Age
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Der Augenblick The Very Moment
Denke heute nicht an morgen Think not of today, or tomorrow
Denke heute nicht zurtck! Think not back from today event,

Mache lhnen glticklich ohne Sorgen,  Make yourself happy without sorrow,

Denke an den Augenblick. Just think of the very moment.

Pornsan Watanangura
31 January 2009 / 11.20 a.m
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