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A Study of the Numbers on Steles
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Abstract

To study the history of the numbers and the ways to write the
numbers in the Thai language at present, the researcher had to collect
and study the numbers from many steles and many countries, such as
India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Myanmar, Cambodia, and Thailand.
The purpose of this research was to study the relationship of the numbers
from the steles in each country on the similarity, likeness, the uses and
ways of writing. The result from the study revealed that the old steles
found in Thailand and Cambodia had the same way of telling the numbers
as those found in India and Sri Lanka. This showed that the way to
write the numbers was developed continuously. It started from writing to
tell the numbers by using the alphabets, writing Shalivahana era by
using numerals (Pali way of counting) and by using symbolic words.
Later the numbers were used to tell the number of things by using the
numbers and writing in different ways. The other kind of number was
used to tell Shalivahana era. The result of the study from the steles
showed that the area of Thailand in ancient time used numbers to tell
Shalihavana era by the influence of Brahmanism and Mahayana Buddhism.
Later the number was used to tell Thai Minor era, especially in the
North and the North East of Thailand. They had got the influence from
the governing of Mon, Myanmar and Lao. The way of using the number
to tell the Buddhist era in Thailand was found for the first time in Chainat
province in 1956 B.E., 500 years before the announcement of King Rama VI
(Phra Mongkut Klao Chao Yu Hua). Furthermore, the study of the numbers
from the steles revealed that the numbers used in Thai now developed
from ancient Cambodian and they slowly changed along time to the
Thai numbers at present.

Keyword : the stele, number, numberal word (Pali way of counting),
Symbolic word, Shalivahana era, Thai minor era, Buddhist era
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