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Persistence of Nora Rong Khru Ritual : Its Characteristics and
Roles in the Context of Ban Plairamai, Kedah, Malaysia
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Abstract

Nora Rong Khru is regarded as a significant ritual for southern Thai
people, especially for ones who believe that they belong to Nora’s lineage or
who consider the Nora as their ancestors. This ritual has been persisting not
only in the southern part of Thailand but also among the “Siamese” (or Orang
Siam in Malay) communities in the northern states of Malaysia, i.e., Kelantan,
Perlis, Kedah and Perak. The forefathers of almost of all the Siamese people
now living in Syburi (Kedah) moved from Phatthalung, Nakhon Sri Thammarat
and Songkhla to Syburi before it was colonized by Great Britain which then
became one of the Malaysian states. The Siam nowadays still live their lives,
use Thai language and keep southern Thai traditions like what it used to be in
the southern part of Thailand.

This paper aims at analyzing the characteristics and roles of Nora
Rong Khru ritual in Ban Plairamai (Kg. Titi Akar), Pendang, Kedah, Malaysia.
Data from field research indicates that even though Nora Rong Khru ritual in
Ban Plairamai is, to a large extent, similar to Nora Rong Khru ritual in the south

of Thailand, it has its own characteristics, especially, the Nora performer, the
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Nora stage, the belief in Nora teacher spirit, the practices and process of the
ritual including other miscellaneous rituals.

Regarding the role of Nora Rong Khru ritual, it is analyzed that the
performance of Nora Rong Khru ritual in Ban Plairamai context has the fol-
lowing functions: 1) strengthening and uniting Siamese people and community
2) providing spiritual security and support for people, 3) expressing Siamese
identity in Malaysian context, and 4) providing entertainment for the people.

In addition, the paper will analyze the transmission and the
persistence of Nora culture of Siamese people as the culture of an ethnic
minority in the multi - cultural society in the Thai-Malaysian transborder and

transnational context.

Keyword : Nora Rong Khru, Siamese in Malaysia, Characteristics, Roles
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