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Abstract

This literary work of the Danish Nobel Prize Laureate, Karl Gjellerup, Das
Weib des Vollendeten - Ein Legendendrama (LW?LL%'JW?:&?WW”@/%/” — BZATAIUIY
1907), was the result of the interaction between Buddhist philosophy as well as re-
ligious beliefs from the East and European culture at the turn of the 19" century to
20" century. A great number of European intellectuals were aware of the
atmosphere of world decadence during this time, which came to be known as fin de
siécle. It was also the beginning of the Early Modern Age. For many Europeans,
Buddhism became one of their new hopes. The Buddhist legend drama composed
by Gjellerup a year after the Legend Roman - Der Pilger Kamanita (1906), is
definitely not the historical picture of the life of Buddha, but a pure imagination of the
author. The center of attention in the story is the wife of Buddha, Princess
Yacodhara and her passionate love for her husband. Deeply desperate after Prince
Siddhartha had abandoned her, Princess Yagodhara who did not understand the

state of being a Buddha, believed that her husband was already dead and had gone
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the complex passion of Princess Yacodhara can be illustrated and analyzed as
the reception of Buddhist philosophy by Germans and in German Literature,
and on the other hand, it could be considered and interpreted as a reflection of

Christian influence and manners.

Key words : Karl Gjellerup, Buddhist Drama, Legend drama, Buddhist literature
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"Gopa, Mrigadja, and the 60,000 another women
entered the paths, but Yacoddhara,

blinded by her love for her husband, would not
see the truth, but continued to hope that she would be
able to bring him back to her arms. A little while later on,
however, he converted her, and she also entered the
paths.”
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Sudntauazvhuviuremssusifrenssanifedmeansnoe
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Pkarl Gjellerup, NOTE, 11 Das Weib des Vollendeten - Ein Legendendrama (L‘*A%LLWW‘J%E‘?’WW&Q@U‘J
- azATAIUIY), Frankfurt am Main: Literarische Anstalt Ratten/Loening, 1907. Jaanuanilesedluasasi
odmarelUtinanmilideunasasiinuiatull
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