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Human Dignity of the Marginal People : Reflection of

the Spirit of Democracy in Short Stories
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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study human dignity of the marginal
people who are abused by those with higher status. Studying of the short
stories for the marginal people’s learning process of how to fight back against
dehumanization can help us understand their potential in maintaining humanity
within them. The short stories showed the marginal people’s ways in being
together with the majority in the society, and ways in coping with the oppression
while being able to maintain their human dignity at the same time. The study
found that the marginal people, in order to maintain their dignity without
surrendering to threats and despises, had created their own area and boundary
of protest. They used this boundary to maintain their dignity by fighting against
unjustified power of authority and declaring their existence. For the dehumanization,
the study found that these people were made into “merchandise.” They were
also “labeled” as having certain negative characteristics. Moreover, they were
made the “outsiders” by means of de - authorization. Finally, their human value
was diminished by social norm and value.

Keywords : Human Dignity, Marginal People, Spirit of Democracy
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