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“Srengenge”, Shahnon Ahmad and the Becoming
of Modernity in Malaysia
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The novel “Srengenge” by Shahnon Ahmad is an essential Malaysian
literature written in the transition period to a modern society of Malaysia. During

1970s, there were many arguments over development of modern society from
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several sectors ; the government, private organizations, and people of the country
including those in local areas. Various types of development discourse such as
socialism, capitalism, modernity, and discourse about Islam were collided and
merged. In this context, the novel “Srengenge, consequently, was emerged in
order to reflect the standpoint of its author towards the change of the modern
society. This novel is not only important to the Malay literary history, but also
meaningful to the development of Malaysia.

Keywords : Shahnon Ahmad, Srengenge, Malaysia, Modernity, Discourse,
Malaysian literatures
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