158U : vIAnuswazauaselatvasnulsss
9 &9
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Abstract

Historically, Rohingyas were from the Arakan State in Myanmar.
When an ethnic conflict occurred, some of them immigrated to Bangladesh.
Most Rohingyas that stayed in Myanmar have been in conflicts with and
despised by other various ethnic groups in Myanmar, a country which is
constituted of approximately 135 ethnic groups. The intense conflict between
Rohingyas and the military junta and the subsequent government led to a crisis
when Rohingyas’ Burmese citizenship was denied by the government. Living
without any civil rights and a lack of legal protection, Rohingyas were vulnerable
to attacks from other ethnic groups, in particular, as they were Muslim living in
a country where most other ethnic groups were Buddhist. Therefore, Rohingyas
decided to leave Myanmar and tried to flee to a neighboring Muslim country
such as Malaysia.Thailand was unavoidably used as a route of
immigration. Rohingyas’ crisis was revealed to the international media when a
large group of Rohingyas was caught by the Thai authority in 2015. The case
did not only involve a problem of refugees but also human trafficking. It
specifically created widespread controversial discussions and concerns
regarding immigration, human rights, and equity where it was pointed out that
Myanmar, as a country of origin, needed to take responsibility in solving this
problem. At the same time, it was suggested that the British Empire had a strong
involvement in Rohingyas’ immigration in the British colonial era and that the
United Kingdom should also take responsibility. However, the incident was not
taken notice of by the British government whilst the USA and Australia
expressed their concerns and viewed the incident as part of international
efforts. In 29" May 2015, the ASEAN community held an international
conference “United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime - UNTOC"at the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affair Office, Bangkok, Thailand,
where more than 17 countries attended. The conference aimed to find immediate
solutions for around 7,000 refugees stranded in the India Ocean waiting for
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help. The incident clearly indicated that a refugee problem as such does not
concern only one country and its effects are widespread. Its intertwining problem
needs international efforts and long - term commitment.

Keywords : Rohingya, Ethnic, Refugee
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‘Lindquist, Report on the 1978 - 1979 Bangladesh refugee relief operation.
Lindquist was a UNHCR officer.
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