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The New World of Thai Democracy in Short Stories:
Symbols and Interpretation
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Abstract

This article presents the idea that many Thai writers dream of the Utopian
world of democracy and imagine the symbolic vehicles to take the people to
the new world. A “ship” is the symbolic vehicle which is mostly used, followed by
a bus, a magic vehicle and a tree. The eight short stories written during 1971
— 2009 are studied. During which time political incidents occurred many times.
After considering the reasons for applying the symbols in these short stories, it
is found that symbols are the literary technique which invites the readers to
interpret the deep meaning. Besides, it is clear that literature has close
relationship with society. In some periods, the social and political contexts do
not allow the writers to speak freely. Therefore, symbol, the ingenious literary

device, is the way out to express their political ideas to the public.

Keywords: The new world of Thai Democracy, Short Story, Symbol,

Interpretation
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