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Education: A Crucial Mechanism for Ethnic Conflict

Resolution and Unity in Malaysia
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Abstract

Although it has lasted for nearly 20 years, the ambience of history and
traditional cultures of people from various backgrounds who had been living
with “unity” in Malaysia still attracts academics to search for an in - depth study.
In particular, the article extensively discusses the problems in a plural society
which resulted from the coexistence of people from different races, languages,
and cultures where political interference and conflicts of interest had unavoidably
penetrated in every aspect of the society. This kind of problems did not occur
only in Malaysia but was universally found as a result of cultural dynamics and
labour migration. The conflicts had been incubated and finally exploded into a
riot on the 13th May, 1969. To solve the problem, the Malaysian government
used “education” as a tool to reduce political conflicts and to aim at human
capital development. “Language” was used as a key to communicate and
create “unity” in Malaysia. This concurs with the country’s Vision 2020 of a

united Malaysian nation.
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