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Words Concerning Birth in Thai and Some Tai Languages
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Abstract
This Paper deals with some words concerning birth in Thai and some
languages in the Tai family, such as Tai Phake and White Tai. Although these
words are somewhat different, they demonstrate similar beliefs, ways of life
and attitudes, e.g., the belief in the creation of men, the custom to lie near an
open fire for sanitation after giving birth to a baby, and the dislike of pregnancy
against social rules. The similarities reveal long relationship between speakers

of Thai and those of some Tai languages.

Keywords: Words concerning birth, Tai languages, beliefs, ways of life,

attitudes
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