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Abstract

This article aims to study Nang Roen and Nang Roy as old sister
servants in Lilit Phra Lor by using the concept of “The True Friends” in
Buddhism for analysis. The result of the study revealed that Nang Roen and
Nang Roy have 9 from the 16 items of the attributes specified in the 4 categories
of “The True Friends” in Buddhism. It has actually confirmed their being “True
Friends” for Phra Phuean and Phra Phang as well. Nang Roen and Nang Roy
have a role that looks as the same person. They are intelligent, know the
royalty’s mind, honest, and loyal, who can die for the royalty themselves.
They have hidden the guilt of the royalty, and have done everything to satisfy
the royalty even though it is immoral. Importantly, Nang Roen and Nang Roy
are the heroines’ assistants who perform bad roles for the sake of Phra Phuean
and Phra Phang. The behaviors of Nang Roen and Nang Roy can help
maintain the image of Phra Phuean and Phra Phang for not being blemished

but good and beautiful as heroines in Thai literature.

Keywords: Nang Roen and Nang Roy, Old Sister Servant, Lilit Phra Lor,
and “The True Friends 4” in Buddhism
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