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From the Traditional to the New Generation :

A Reflection’s Change in Dek Chai Le
(Sea Gypsy Kids : Literature of New Era)
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Abstract

This article presents the social change which is taking place in the rural
southern area as seen on youth literature “Sea Gypsy kids”. The author wrote about
southerners lifestyle which changed by era. It was started from the original era when
people used the traditional simple life, peacefully and related to community way.
The local wisdom showed the root of social identity and when the capitalist system
accompanied by policies to develop countries has infiltrated into the rural, the
production in the community was changing from uses into sales and making people
turn to rely on external factors instead of self - reliance. As a result, the community
ways became weak. When the modern ways moved to rural area, rural people
obtained the urban culture and absorbed the social consumerism which believed that
an object gives people happiness. Rural people seek things to nourish their life.
Thus, rural people have the same lifestyle as urban. Rural lifestyle is reduced and
the rural identity is disappeared. From those reasons, we notice that the literature
“Sea Gypsy kids” is not serving simply as juvenile literature which tells the innocence
of rural kids growing among warm families in the strengthened cultural society but
reflects the problems caused from the development of country which is not related
to rural lifestyle. The literature “Sea Gypsy kids” is worthy in reflecting society and
also acts as a mouthpiece of the public. In addition, it is presenting the proposed
solution to the problem of rural area that people should take care of of natural
regeneration and social culture in order to force the rural people to become

self - reliant again.

Keywords: Dek Chai Le (Sea Gypsy kids), Southerners traditional lifestyle,

Southerners modern lifestyle
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