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The Dynamics of Children's Games and the Environmental Factors
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Abstract

The aim of this research is to present the children's game culture of Krabi
from the past to present. It analyses the environmental factors that impacted
them through qualitative and other anthropological research methods. The field
research involved interviews, informal focus group of friends, relatives, villagers,
students from different districts in Krabi as well as from my childhood recollection
as a Krabi child. The games collected here have been classified into: games with
playing equipment, games with no playing equipment, games with drawn line and
hole, song or conversation games, games related to season and place,
competitive game, non-competitive games, and gambling games. Each game can
have more than one characteristic.

My findings from 109 children's games indicate the diversity of game
culture due to social and cultural environmental factors. The game-playing
methods were either passed down from the past, newly created at the location or
were transmitted in from the outside, then modified to fit the cultural and

environmental factors of the community. The environmental factors, on the other
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hand, influence the game-playing choices, the game equipment selected for the
game, and the adaptation of game to fit the locality as well as to fit its social and
cultural environment. The languages used in the games indicate their origins
from diverse cultural groups residing in Krabi.

Children's games is an important cultural heritage that has been passed on from
the past through successive generations to learn and then to pass on to the next

generation.

Keyword Children’s game, environment, Dynamics
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