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Abstract

This article aims to study positive and negative images of KhunPhaen:
value and reality in a case study of KhunChang KhunPhaen (Thai verse in King
Rama Il version) in three chapters, namely, PlaiKaew commits adultery with
Nang Pim, KhunPhaen ascends Khun Chang’s home and sleeps with KaewKiriya,
and KhunPhaen runs away with Wanthong. The result shows two positive
images of KhunPhaen, namely, warrior and lover, and four negative images of
KhunPhaen, namely, a man who is against morality, a man who is retributive
and fierce, a man who is irresponsible, and a man who is wicked. An analysis
of KhunPhaen’s positive and negative images about value and reality shows
KhunPhaen’ s positive images, which are the warrior and the lover, are created
to present the value about Thai men in Early Ratanakosin Era in three ways,
namely, the value of accepting Thai's power distance of social class, the value
of accepting Thai’'s power distance of patriarchy, and the value of being grateful
to benefactors. As for KhunPhaen’s negative images, the poet creates them to
make the character consists of various personalities. That is, the image of

immoral man and irresponsible man reflects the image of human who
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behaves immorally because of getting obsessed with love and sexual desires.
The image of revengeful and cruel man and the image of bad man reflect the
image of human who is angry and wants to destroy others by verbal and
action. Therefore, the negative image helps to make KhunPhaen look more

realistic like real human, which brings about the reality into the literature.

Keywords: Positive images, Negative images, KhunChang KhunPhaen,

Value, Reality
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