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Past, Present and Future of Ta Thong Mai Canal :

Community Strength Aspect
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Abstract

Ta Thong Mai Canal is a canal flowing through the area of
Kanchanadit and Mueang districts, Surat Thani province. The canal
has been affected by communities’ growth and development like
other canals in Thailand. From the past decade, the canal was deteriorate
gradually and likely to affect the communities severely in the future.
In the past, this canal was filled with a variety of fish and aquatic life
and its banks were full of dense woods. The canal was useful to
people’s living. They lived peacefully, happily and modestly in the
plentiful nature with humble life. People were generous and help
each other and attached themselves to nature. However, at the present
time, people’s living has changed due to the country development
under the National Economic and Social Development Plan. The
local people have faced various problems while the importance of
Ta Thong Mai Canal, as the food source and waterway
transportation, has been diminished. This problem affected the
livelihood of people in the communities extensively and got worse

rapidly. Even they tried to assemble and find a solution, they did not succeed
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as expected. The community strength once depended on their own
feet turns to count on more external factors. Therefore, the communities
are weaken and cannot help themselves as in the past. It can be
expected that more problems increase and it is certain that the

community strength will be waned subsequently.

Keywords: Past, Present, Future, Ta Thong Mai Canal, Community

Strength Aspect
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