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Abstract

The objectives of this research are: to study the concept of Kamma and the
concept of merit transfer in Theravada Buddhism, to study the Sard Deun Sib
Festival, its background, and its ceremonial process, and to compare study the
concept of Kamma and merit transfer in Sard Deun Sib festival and Theravada
Buddhism. The research is a quantitative research in which its methods are: library
research method, interview method, and participation in the Sard Deun Sib festival.

The research indicated that Sard is a festival at the tenth lunar month that
most Thai paid attention to as a merit doing festival to the departed ancestors.
People in the southern part of Thailand called “Boon Duen Sib” or officially called
“Sard Duen Sib.” The Sard Duen Sib festival may be originated from the Pitr-
Paksha of Brahmanism-Hinduism since both festivals have many in similar i.e,
belief, background, definition of concerned terms i.e., “Sard,” “Kamma,” and
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“Peta,” background, start and end at the same time, and both offered offerings in
the form of symbol with the hope that these offerings would be useful to their
departed ancestors in the spiritual world. Sard Duen Sib festival comparing to
Buddhism point of view is a festival that given priority to the concept of Kamma
and Merit Transfer. Sard Duen Sib festival defines the term “Kamma” different
from that of Buddhism. However, it still retains the core idea of Kamma i.e.,
moral idea. Moreover, Buddhism refers to 4 factors in transferring of merit i.e.,
doer, donee, gift, and merit transfer to the depart(Ed) Sard Duen Sib festival
stresses on gift and merit transferring to the depart(Ed) Therefore, people who
attended this festival could not understand the hidden Buddhist Dhamma behind
the festival that the festival is only mean to draw people to do merit in order to
understand Dhamma behind it not to the gift. While, Buddhism on the other hand
pays more attention to faith of the doer and the qualified donee. In order to have
faith in Buddhism, people need to understand its teaching, and in order to give
gift to qualified donee, people need to verify the donee from time to time.
Therefore, these could maintain Buddhism in pure teaching with qualified monks,
and protect by Buddhist who contain with faith and wisdom.

Keywords: Kamma, Merit Transfer, Sard Duen Sib festival, and Theravada
Buddhism
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