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Abstract

This study aimed to 1) determine Thai women’s values appeared in
22 titles of Patithat Literature, which reflected the Ruan Sam Nam Si attributes
in the bygone era, and 2) compare dynamics of the women’s values in the past
and at the present by using evidence from an expert forum discussion and
documentary research. Qualitative research, particularly documentary
research, was used in this study. The data were analysed and synthesised
using content analysis based on Public Administration theories: self-
administration, human administration, and work administration. After that
reliability and validity of the data were examined, including in - depth interviews
with experts in Thai women’s values and Southern Thai literature.

The results showed that Ruan Sam Nam Si attributes were the
society’s expectations for a graceful woman who shared the physical
characteristics of “Ben-ja-kan-la-ya-nee” or five aspects of beauty: beautiful
hair, beautiful lips, beautiful teeth, beautiful skin, and with age - defying beauty.
However, “Ruan Sam” particularly referred to the body, the hair, and the house
while Nam Si referred to the woman’s name, domestic water, drinking water,
and kindness. Literature from all regions of Thailand mentioned women'’s
attributes which were more or less similar to Ruan Sam Nam Si attributes.
It was believed that a woman who possessed these specific attributes would
be honoured as a great woman and a good wife, and she would find a good
husband. The research found that, unlike the older generations, most people
from the younger generations were not aware of Ruan Sam Nam Si. This is
because the concept was less discussed in contemporary studies while the
existing literature was written in ancient forms of language which was difficult

for young people to understand and the knowledge was not passed on from
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generation to generation. Additionally, in the modern society with high cost of
living, parents need to work longer hours to earn a living. Hence, they do not
place great importance in promoting the discussed values. The influences of
foreign cultures might also have had an impact on modern social values.
It can be said that the values of Ruan Sam Nam Si have changed through
time. Yet, Thai society, especially in the southern region, still expects Thai

women to possess Ruan Sam Nam Si attributes.

Keywords: Ruan Sam Nam Si, Knowledge Management, Thai Women,

Patithat Literature
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