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Abstract
The purpose of this research entitled “The Local politics of Songkhla Lake
Basin Economy 1896-1991” was to make a historical study of the evolution of the
local politics of Songkhla lake basin economy at modern times, dating from 1896
when Thai state established Nakornsithammarat county to 1991 when the
representative of Communist Party in the South declared the surrender in

Phatthalung with respect to the political background as well as impacts on local
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communities, which led to the understandings of the inhabitants’ lifestyles and the
key answers to how past events conditioned present phenomena. Historically, the
study was also to promote and create participatory atmosphere in understanding
local communities. The method of study employed was a historical one based on
socio-anthropological and sociological approaches, involving selected communities
for case studies as well as broad communities, villagers’ conferences, academic
discussions and seminars, and documentary research. Finally, a research report in
the manner of analytical description was compiled.

The contents are divided into five chapters, excluding the introduction and
conclusion.

The introduction includes research questions, the rationale and principles,
objectives, key questions, view-point and scope of study, procedural method,
reporting stages, potential findings, duration of work, and advisors.

Chapter 1 is the study of the politics of Songkhla lake basin economy before
1896 concerning geographical dynamics, economical and socio-cultural structures,
and political dynamics of the lake basin before 1896.

Chapter 2 to 5 consist of case studies of four communities, bringing up
location, economical and socio-cultural structures, together with political changes
since 1896 in that all of these are closely connected.

Chapter 2 refers to political study of communities situated ashore inn context
of Songkhla lake basin 1896-1991. Case study: Ban Nai Ban Community, Songkhla.

Chapter 3 includes political study of urban communities in context of
Songkhla lake basin 1896-1991. Case study: Si Kak Market, Phatthalung.

Chapter 4 includes political study of communities in high lands in context of

Songkhla lake basin 1896-1991. Case study: Ban Charat Community, Phatthalung.
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Chapter 5 irefers to political study of communities in low lands in context of
Songkhla lake basin 1896-1991. Case study: Ban Mai Seab Community,
Nakornsithammarat.

The conclusion deals with all key points in the manner of answering research
questions.

The findings obtained the history from local communities rather than from the
researcher. Modern political changes exist through farmers’ process in the name of
thieves, a thief gang, and the Communist Party of Thailand. This influenced the
inhabitants’ images of inflexibility at present times. The characteristics, however,
differ from place to place- from the water end upto the water source ast the foot of

Bantat range.
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