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Abstract

The study of the empowerment pattern of the saving group for production
credit for sustainable development of the community in upper southern region in
Thailand has five objectives: 1) to study the dynamic of community and
community development process for self-reliance in upper southern region in
Thailand; 2) to evaluate the situation and development process of the saving
group for production credit in upper southern region in Thailand; 3) to analyze
the potential of saving group for production credit; 4) to study the empowerment
strategy to build sustainable development and self-reliance for the saving group
of production credit in upper southern region in Thailand; and 5) to study the
empowerment pattern to build sustainable development and self-reliance for the
saving group of production credit in upper southern region in Thailand.

Research methodology employed was a qualitative research by studying
on the social phenomenon in upper southern area; Surat Thani, Krabi and
Ranong provinces. The operation of this research was the process of
participatory action research or PAR, which applied SWOT Analysis and
Empowerment Evaluation to empower the potential of the saving group for
production credit. The findings were as follows:

1. The overall of a community context in upper southern area in Thailand;
this area was plentiful with natural resources in the past. The communities could
use the natural resources for their self-reliance living. After the National
Economics and Social Development plan had been used, the country itself
changed the way of production from subsistence to export. A lot of natural
resources had been destroyed and made less potential self-reliance living for the

local. Nowadays, most of the people in this area changed their way of living from
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the rural to suburban lifestyle. The main occupation in the area was agriculture;
rubber, oil palm and orchard plantation. Most of the communities still had social
capitals such as kindred relationship, sacrifice and responsibility which useful to
community development.

2. The Evaluation of the situation and development process of the saving
group for production credit in upper southern region in Thailand found that most
of the saving groups for production credit established their groups by using the
Community Development Department’s concept. The evaluation was then
classified into four categories: 1) organization structure and management
process; 2) saving fund and resources management; 3) the ability of organization
development; and 4) the benefits for members and communities. The
methodology used was participatory evaluation process. The results of the
evaluation were the saving group for production credit in Ban Thub Phru was in
the progressive level. Another group; Ban Khuan Muang, Ban Chiew Kwan, Ban
Bang Nao and Ban Haad Sompaen were in the moderate level while Ban Sai
Daeng was at the ameliorate level.

3. The analysis of the potential of saving group for production credit found
that the strengths were a good vision of the committee, strong willingness to
work, dare to make decision, responsibility, honesty and transparency. A
member had a unity and participated in all activities, responsibility and virtue.
The committee and member adhered to 5 virtues of the saving group for
production credit. They had many different kinds of successful activities and
spent some of net profit for member and community welfare.The weaknesses
were the committee, members, establishment and management. The opportunity

for development, all of the groups had supported from the outsider officers in
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budgeting and technical matters such as trainings and study visits. The threat
came from economic conditions, local politics and all vices inside and outside the
community.

4. The empowerment strategy to develop the sustainable development
and self-reliance for the saving group for production credit was classified into
four categories:1) developing the potential of committee and members; 2)
strengthening of economy and environment for the community to be self-reliance
in sufficient economy philosophy; 3) strengthening local politics; and 4)
strengthening knowledge management, technical matter and technology.

5. There are six steps in the empowerment pattern to build the
sustainable development and self-reliance for the saving group for production
credit: 1) analyzing the community and the saving group for production credit
context with Focus Group method; 2) analyzing the potential of the saving group
for production credit with SWOT Analysis method; 3) stipulating the vision and
strategy; 4) arranging training course and study visit, arrange civil forum for
making the action plan, implementation and evaluate in each vision and strategy;
5) sharing the experiences among themselves after the activity had been
finished; and 6) exchanging the knowledge and experiences with the saving

group for production credit network.

Keyword: Empowerment Saving Group for Production Credit Sustainable

Development
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