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Aceh Aruh — Hujungkhatana to Surang Pirate
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Abstract
More than two centuries ago, two groups of pirates — the Aceh Aruh from the
Sumatra Peninsula and the Hujungkhatana from the Malay Peninsula dominated the

Southern Sea and were much feared by the people. These pirates, robbing people
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and traders, also acted as merchants themselves selling stolen goods at various ports.
With large fleets stationed around capes and islets and were backed by local rulers,
these pirates were able to lead their fleets to rob coastal settlements. Patalung and
Nakhon Srithammarat were just examples of those who fell victimized. The news about
the pirates was so widely spread that Soonthorn Phu, a dominant poet during the reign
of King Rama Il of the Ratankosin Era had mentioned them in his famous novel “Phra
Abaimani”. In this novel, the leader of the pirates was depicted as an Englishman
named “Surang,” who wandered the sea to rob merchant fleets, and was eventually
killed by Sinsamutra, the elder son of Phra Abaimani. Moreover, the names of Aceh
Aruh and Hujungkhatana Pirates were mentioned in local folktales such as “the White-

blood Princess (Nang Leud Khao), a folklore of today’s Patalung Province.

Keyword : Pirates, Aceh Aruh, Hujungkhatana, Bugis, Kaek Makasan, Surang
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