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Abstract

This article aims to study meritorious deeds in Buddhism in 2
aspects : 1) its definition, meritorious deeds, and its factors, and 2) meritorious
deeds and their results in the Vimanavatthu. The results are: Puriria or
meritorious deeds means happiness, purifivation of the mind, reverence, and
cultivation of goodness in body, speech, mind, and wisdom. Moreover, Punria
is not identical with Dana (giving) and Kusala (Virtue) since Dana is merely part
of Puriria and Kusala has more meaning than Puriria. However, Ddna is only
1 out of 10 of Punna actions. While Kusala stresses on abstaining from bad
action bodily, verbally, and mentally. There are 3 component parts in doing
meritoriouos deeds: gift, donor, and donee. However, meritorious deeds and
their results in the Vimdanavatthu are: the Vimanavatthu mentions only 7 out of
10 kinds of in 10 kinds of meritorious deeds of meritorious actions
(Kusalakammapada 10). Moreover, the Vimanavatthu also mentions Kusala
actions where mental virtue only stressed on non-illwill. The Vimanavatthu pays
attention to 2 factors of meritorious deedsw i.e., donor, and donee, and paid

less atteniton to the gift. The result of meritorious deeds in the Vimanavatthu
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depends mainly on the faith of th donor, and virtue of the donee. Gift giving
affects its result in heavenly life in both action and the gift itself. In addition, the
Vimanavatthu also mentions results of meritorious deeds as beingt reborn in
heaven with heavenly mansion, beings as young as 16, beautiful, and live their

lives happily in heaven.

Keywords: Merit, Meritorious deeds, Result of Meritorious deeds,

the Vimanavatthu
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