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Abstract

This research paper aims to study 1) background of Chinese secret
society establishment in southern region of Thailand 2) roles and significant
incidents occurred by the Chinese secret society’ movement and 3) consequences
from the establishment of the secret society in the south. This study
employed the documentary research method and presented the analytical
description. Both data from primary and secondary historical documents
were collected. The study found that the Chinese secret society in the
southern region was firstly appeared during King Rama II’s period. The groups
were formed by the influence of Chinese secret society in Malay region. The
southern Chinese secret society also had relation with a Chinese secret
society in Malay region under the same alliance of Chinese secret society.
There were three main Chinese secret societies in the southern region: Ghee
Hin, Toh Peh Kong, and Ho Seng. They were different from the secret society
in other regions from being pirate working under certain
structure and conducting Chinese secret society worship to its role of
Chinese worker secret society who had influence over tin mining business on
the mainland. Chinese secret society movement had impacted to
southern region of Thailand in many sides, but their effects were largely
negative. This study will draw a clear picture of how oversea Chinese gather
their own groups in another form which ordinary people always ignore as
well as using the findings in this study as a fundamental historical data in
further study related to China studies.
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