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Abstract

The idea about folklore and traditional knowledge being the intellectual property
that should be administered and managed by the state in order to prevent the abuse
and claim of ownership over them by an individual or a foreigner is a result of
capitalism and globalization that have been governing politics and economy of the
world. This results in the occurrence of a new paradigm of the protection for traditional
knowledge, especially in the matter of its ownership.

The main objective of this article is to demonstrate the changed idea and values
of the folklore and the traditional knowledge in the borderless world so that all experts
and those interested in culture-related matters will understand the necessity of the
formation of a traditional knowledge protection system.

The attempt to solve the aforementioned problems by legislating laws to protect
traditional knowledge is the changed paradigm of the materialist world in which
traditional knowledge is viewed as cultural capital which is a valuable product. Hence,
there are needs to claim the sole ownership over the rights to traditional knowledge.
On the contrary, in the conventional paradigm, folklore and traditional knowledge have
been viewed as parts of the traditional way of life. They have social values, and all
members in the society own them together. Thai society regards artists and rite
officiators as “Teachers” or “Maestros” who preserve and transmit traditional
knowledge, not its owners. Therefore, Thai people have not been interested in sharing
the benefits from the implementation of their traditional knowledge. This leads to the
problems concerning the lack of people in latter generations to inherit traditional

knowledge and the inappropriate use of this cultural capital.
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