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Abstract

The article “Socially Engaged Buddhism : from Principles and Life of
Thich Nhat Hanh” reflects that life experiences and social context, such as being
born under French colonization, the Vietham War, his exile, tremendously
influenced the principles of Thich Nhat Hanh’'s Socially Engaged Buddhism
(SEM). The crucial foundation of SEM the undividedness between individuality
and society as collective. Therefore, Thich Nhat Hanh’s long-time exile may be
considered as an opportunity to nurture SEM in 2 different levels, the level of
individuality and the level of actions appeared to public which could awaken
individual’s consciousness to public. There are 3 ways for actions taken in the
second level; 1) to present SEM to international organizations and through
publications, 2) the gathering together of SEM practitioners or those who agreed
upon the principles of SEM, such as peace walks and 3) the mindfulness
teachings to those who are powerful in administration. However, the practices of
SEM are, irrefutably, facing challenges even now. The situation when one of
Plum Village temple in Vietnam, Bat Nha Temple, was trespassed, monks and
nuns were injured, and the temple was forced close, was the sample of

difficulties SEM has faced recently.
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