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Abstract

This article aims to investigate the evolving role of English as
reflected in Thailand’s language education policies from the reign of King
Rama Il to the present by considering the requirements and regulations
designated in such policies. By considering changes to the ascribed status of
English (i.e., as a foreign language vs. as a second language), the number of
prescribed study hours, the qualifications of learners and teachers and
related revisions to both curriculum and instructional methodology over the
years, the results show that the continuously increasing role of English in
Thailand’s language education policies can be delineated at four pivotal
stages of development.

The first stage was in the period of King Rama Ill-IV, when English
was taught as an optional foreign language (not compulsory like Pali or
Khmer), and was leared by an elite few. The second stage was initiated in
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the reign of King Rama V, when educational reform gave rise to the designation
of English as a foreign language in the curriculum and as a language subject
that had to be tested along with the Thai language. It was not until 1996, the
third stage, that the role of English was elevated to the status of ‘first” foreign
language, separate from all other foreign languages, and designated as a
compulsory subject at every level of study. Presently, as English enters its
fourth stage, policy makers, drawing on the recommendations specified at
the Vision Appointment for Future Development Summit, are now proposing
to adopt English as the country's "second language" by 2027. The continuously
increasing role of English, as documented in national language education
policies, reflects the significance of English as a global language of communication,
a language that is now approaching the same status accrued to Thai, the
kingdom's national language.

Keywords: Language education Policy, status of the English language
in Thailand
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\Junwiidesveding

Tuszod 4 4 unumvesneSingulinituinn 9nssesiiiaun
n819RD N19LAUBUNUATITHAZLIATAITAIY o pE19aTeduiiesnseauly
mwdanguiunviaesedne uiindaiauenisliidunufiaesvesingas
fnayefanuuudanewntni uifldufisimuaninufaifuresauuiengs
Tnglufnisiaueiduununisuazuinsniseng q eliiAnnadidususssu
281995994

Joaueliiinisensziuarwsinguaingrusnrwsislszmauniu
Mt Wudesisoulmmszavdmansevusedenalineming Joan Swann,
Ana Deumert, Theresa Lillis and Rajend Mesthrie (2006: 95 - 97)
oSueh wihnmndingulugiuznwmassmauaznindingulugiuznniiaes
sefidnvasnioutuluudiinnrwdinguisaesanugldludsyinaiila s
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wjﬂmmﬁdﬂqmﬁummuﬁ (Non - native English speaker country) Laga AN
geanwdanguluguznwisssmatunudngwlugiuzaufiaesaylals
Fauuazueneananiulduuuiieun eghdlsfinu anugresnusinguitiaes
Snuazfneazuoneonainfuldaudnuaediddyuisdsenis dufe Tuwdves
YWIUEWAN1Y1 AwdangulugiugnwiiisUsemadnazliiyuvudyaidives
mmé’aﬂqwmﬂimﬁqﬁugmagﬂuﬂizmﬂﬁu niinmudinguiununiiaestn
Usnguuruinidnvesnundsnguuunalngjendoey wonand mnfinrsulud
yeauInan1sTn1w (Domain) Ysewaildnrwdanguluguznisissema
flinwndingulummsiamziazamiedia wu lussiamsvieaiien vielu
nsRnsefvesEilsema sngiinwsinquiununiasasldluniad
vanvane waziduwinafiddy 1 wu Wuwaanisane Afdudonandy
n135eun1saey (Medium of instruction) #seldlun1si@euenaIsnIRvINTg
Tuwnansfne) winisde vielilunisiadenissivnis
Tolauonazununsonsiuliniusinguiiuniwilaeweslned
gniawetuly w.a. 2540 Taenguidn3vInN1sMMIsuag@ITIa uarAMLNIIUNTT

Y 9
a

finrsanuuamdlunsimundsema Iddadnwianensdaden 1 Wefivua
Afeviaiusznalne wnsdns Iy 2570 (Montri Suphaphorn; et al., 1998: 99 - 106)
FuausunnmInazuugmsaansiazvilussamnedananiiididy o e
nsfvuslviiunmsufoanielussezinm 30 U (feufusesnsiilina 156
Tunsvilinwdanguiduniviiiaes) Taglididunisaenndasfuunusinm
\swgRalardinuuiand aduil 8 - 13 (duay 5 U Guuwus 7 8 U we. 2540
wardugaunus 9 13 Tu wa. 2570) Taefdnsanisinuinnssduuasserisy
il nwsinguluszdunsieasidedeivsyansnm niouiuaueliings
diinmusraumumesssiatnnunsinguiununil 2 (@) wasvhlvulneyney
Funsiunsldnwdinguidules “Ufudean” Ihdudenuildniudingu
Tunsfndeswnis Msdears g3na wagnsAne teedmuauasniaield
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vssihmnensimussnguiliunmnitaedt 3 seog tufe snsnssasu Tiun
nsiseanUszmelinwsanguiuntufiaes mawdsunnundeslunisfng
NNIEau (gunsal A3 ndngas 1a) wagn1sdnisditnaulszausunes
saimunnsldnunsanguiuniwd 2 (@de.) Jafisuwiniunsy waztuiudnin
WILNSEUUAS WIRsN15Izznand laun nsinualintedanguiuindeduly
nﬂizﬁu%u Tsgunaimunthe eiemmnema 9 Wumwssngumugiunwilne
nsAadessnIslinwdinguaugiunwlneluenaising q wazn1siivun
T wssnguidudenardlunsBeunisaeuunsiv wu adamans neimans
smﬁqmia'qLa%:ums%’m&gqvié’ﬂqm3mmé’aﬂquLawé’ﬂqmmmma WaT UINTANT
svarem Woun matmuadszrnvuialuannsaldnmndingulussdudeaslslu
nMsfndes1INs M3Anw de uavRanssudu o TuiRnuses i (Montr Suphaphom;
et al,, 1998: 99 - 106)

windsnmsUsemeideiaisemelng wisdnsy 2570 Juauslld
auwdanquilifunwiiassezdslignuszmaldegiadumanisiaeizuia i
duitdaunedn ulsvenisFounisaeuntwsangelunaiseunsisfiaensuiu
Torausuazunufvualinudinguidunisfaosmuiingnundrsiu Tngly
U .. 2506 uAnngguunT Wotuil 20 Sunau w.e. 2546 leimualimnlsaSeu
TanwsanguidudendnlunsBeunmsasunaendaludinnudngy uazves
waraiuayulilsaSeuda English Program (EP) uaz Mini English Program (Mini EP)
naeAIuiuA inlsssEudnaA1en1¥18INgy (English camp) WuRanssunnd
Lagdnsrenisntwisengunisinsimiiienisdne (ETV) uazlngsimy
nsfnwINIlnanIuAILiey

nsusemdlildanwdsnguiduniwiiasswesnesgadunisnis
AouaziAniulu we. 2553 aeiioTudl 23 Aueeu wa. 2553 wieduasal yayfesd
Suusdhmanssnsadnwsnisluaeiu wissdsneinsnguiiunniaes
mwé’amsﬂsxsqmmsﬂssumsu‘lamaﬂﬁgﬂmiﬁﬂwﬂuwﬂﬁwﬁaaﬂ (nYu.)
uindafeulinds Tutuil 20 ganen w.e. 2553 nsEnsreAnwiSnsenidnusnms
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Usgmeflsinndanguidunniiaes uaransziuiduud “arsasumavdn” uny
faiiiosnnnstwuslfnundinguiunniteeswednedudesd “doulm”
wagnszvusiadsailunnaiadiu feildesuieluudadrsdiuin wndnsiivuali
mundainguidunmnilaes dumneenri delneazdeadudsmuilinmunsangu
Hudenandlunisieans (medium of communication) luwanaawg 4 ludinusesniu
U MItereves MfindedemsEniyArariefUmheuss q TanATsuay
lenvudosaunsadeasidunividinguldegeliuszaniam Fedanulneg
¥ nwnedudunvivssdrmuaznivssnisludinysedrudilaibe
sonstmuakazenszfuAwISINgEIINA Wi sTImATun Y Tides

ogdlsfiony witguialusnzdulddudnuaunsussnimogadumenis
Tiawdanguiiunwitaesvesivng uifldisadniuulevienuunugnsmans
snszdunmasalunslinmsinguuesussnnsineiitefiuannuainse
Tunsutsduvesdsema (na. 2548 - 2558) Fadlansvddny o ﬁwaa§ﬂlé’ \u
n1susznalidnisfinen 2549 Wuludanisdaasunisisouiniwidingy
N133Aa5NNINTFIUATMIBINUEMTUUAAINTLIWINITNENS 9 (Career English)
waznangnsineusudmiulidntdnAnwineudiianisfinen n1susuugesens
IngInsimiifienisiFouinwsangy msaduayuliaaunvimissnusig 9
LLazsqmu%’mamwumé”auﬁLgam'aﬂwi%"amimmé’aﬂqwiu%'“mﬂssﬁﬁu W
English room, English area, On-site English for Industry, On-site English
Tuannudny mﬁméﬁ%amﬁudqLa%umifﬁ’ﬂmn’%‘auimmé’anqmﬁa@ua GNGEH
LLazaﬁ’uayumﬁﬂmiL%'Emmiaaummé’aﬂqwﬁgﬁwuLLasnﬂizéﬁ’U WAZNTIALA
finsUseanduiudiBegn wasn1sliu3nis English Service Center, English Help
Desk/Call Center @nesirugeuny Wlouinisteyafifsdfunwsngy uay
JM@319 Web Language Consultant
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Ummwumm‘mé’nﬂqwﬁﬁ%ﬂugmzmmiaﬂ (world language)
TugalanAfnidanudsnguiunuddglugiugdenardunisindedonns
sewinalssmaiu denansenulinnaiadiudesinsiwuiauanunsaly
nsndangulusgiudeasivluniaduazionsy asdiulfannsiivheny
71913 ieuduAuiTvuazgaianne 4 veveslneuazdumienafinunseiu
ariuntudreInIsanu AN IuNWISangy (Standardized test) dmiu
mMssudnduniineu Wy azuwuaaungn (Test of English for International
Communication: TOEIC) @slaevhluazuuulndniivddmaing q fmundudus
#9550 (Azwudin 990) dwsunslauagnissiu feliauegfudnumznuuay
sgduAMuFINITinvznvdingulunisinsdedeansvesuitnisenadesnis
azuuuaouluinvzns@eutaznsyaifiudie viouludluwinisnisdnuiies
Freg1adninaveanisiinturesunumvesnssanguasieuliiduldan
N3MMUALTALRULARUNTYIINGYUINTFIY WU TOEIC, TOEFL (Test of English
as a Foreign Language) %39 IELTS (International English Language Testing
system) Whunasilunmsudduninmu Tnedaus w.e. 2555 Wuduan asdhild
mhpnusyiugauAnyansuiasuimusliazwuuae uINRsgIUAISInguy
inasilumssududuniiney dadaemluninnusminerdefdumeativayy
(Bmihiidesng ) asfosiinzuuu TOEIC $us 400 - 450 Azwuy dauwdney
Ae311N15 WU 919138uas NIy Aasliazuuy TOEFL (BT: internet based test)
Fususzann 79 - 80 vde IELTS sz 6.5 - 7 luynanuien uazeragenil
dAMsU91913893RTINITEN IR IUNTILABIRNIZATHISINg Y

nfindrntomedrsduasiiuldi uwilifinnsussnaldniedings
umwifiaesmedlneegradumens wivlevienisSeunsaeuntviidmusly
mMwdangudu “mwiesUsumandn” I8nuvaeivandiifuinnuneisud
awvlinndinguiu “amniaes” vedelumefoRnnmsiidvuslvinmindsngy
Wnflunumluwesdidy 9 wu Wdudenardunisine nshasedeansiu
FinUsedfu wazdoansuiavu egdlsfnin n1seziinuavieUsznia
agnadumainisTinundinguiy “nwifiaes” vedmefulssifuiisoulmuay



JI1SaNsSUUGEAMSIA:AVGAUGNEGIS 137

WALINITUNUINYDINTIBING
TuuleuremsSeunisaeuniuiveding

dnfaluseiunidedosiansanegrsseunaunazidau nsziununeaIudn
Flneddldmuilnglugrugamusssmduagnnswnmsaededdiniundingy
Tunshnsedeansludmusig 4 luinusysriulussiudeanslfessdussansnmene
unasy

MNNMIANINMIUAsLLUAUNUmMYBIN WIS Inguitagiousiuuloue
n3deumsaoumwsudefnauistiagtulduansiduisiaunisunumves
mwdinguildvianuddngiudesn ynfiflanundunvsssamanymis
flidefudeu Wuivinivisaussmafididuiou wazenseduiduian
MwAssmal 1 Algneenaninniwisiasemady 9 aunseiduganils
I@sunisiauelifianiuziduniwiiaosvesineunAdslivszauaudisa
unszidludagtuuiniwsinguazdinsanuziunvisiasemaniwi 1
Anulnedosious wilunsu§UaiGuuansdiifuuuildulunsdniunis
sudleunensfeunsaeuntilunsdndunwsnguisnusiiunniirenedve

nswasuudasanaai azﬁaﬂ%ﬁuwmmaammé’ﬂﬂqwﬁlﬂwﬁu
AdslasiuniwiinglugalanAfniinividsnguimid b unaiuvilan
atalsfinnu nsazdmualinnwdinguduniwiiaesvedineduyseidud
seulmuazendmansenusedanluinidnduiimienuse q fdeades
wzfesiansanUssdiuilvseuney sauluianisaeunuuazmuaulouis
n3dsunisasunisikaruloutenn FavgdwadoaouzlaznsUfTRde
mulnglugiugniwiuszdnnd nufaniwisanguuazaiwidu q ildlu
Ussinalneianun (nMwivessungues nwiu waznwisdisssmadu )
anene
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