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through Community Participation
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Abstract

This research, using a qualitative participatory research design, has
two main objectives: 1) to investigate the impact of changes to communities
along the Tha Tong Mai Canal in Kanchanadit, Suratthani, Thailand; and
2) to develop conservation guidelines through community participation for
those communities affected by such changes.

In terms of impact, the research found that prior to the nation's
adoption of the National Economic and Social Development Plan, Thung
Kong and Tha Thong Mai, two subdistricts within Kanchanadit, were both
abundant with natural resources and local villagers led a simple, traditional
way of life. After the NESDP was fully implemented, conditions changed. As
the economy diversified and grew, with a concommitant increase in prosperity
for some, the integrity of the Tha Tong Mai Canal began to deteriorate.
Increased amounts of untreated sewage and waste water from nearby industries
and farms, along with rubbish (plastic and styrofoam), have contaminated

the canal and had adverse affects on the ecosystem's biodiversity.
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In terms of conservation through community participation, two
conservation groups were established to determine, implement and coordinate
conservation efforts. The Thung Kong Sub-district Community Network and
the Tha Tong Mai Sub-district Community Network have collaborated and
developed coordinated strategies to rehabilitate the canal through water
treatment, erosion reduction, implementation of protective safeguards
through on-going monitoring and a public awareness campaign that included
the publication of a conservation manual. The research explores each of
these measures in extensive detail so that other interested conservation
groups can benefit from what the two networks have learned in terms of

restoring polluted waterways to sustainable states.

Keywords: Conservation, Pollution mitigation, Tha Thong Mai Canal
of Kanchanadit District
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