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Abstract

This article traces how various ethnic groups in the highlands of
Northern Thailand have been treated, represented and marginalized politically,
economically and socially over the years. Although progress has been made
at different junctures since the late 1800s, these have all been diminished
by political and legal setbacks that hinder ethnic minorities from achieving
fair legal representation and any degree of self-determination. In particular
the article focuses on the discourse used by state authorities to maintain
control and mitigate against empowerment. By examining a wide variety of
texts from historical records and ethnographies to policy documents, development
plans and legislated changes to land use and ownership laws, the author
demonstrates how controlling interests in Thailand have effectively countered
opposing narratives that seek to redress the discrimination and inequity
faced by northern ethnic groups.

Keywords: The politics over mountain space, The struggle of the discourses,
Historiography, Ethnic Groups, The highland of Northern Thailand
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