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The Social Roles of the Southern Didactic Literature in Booklet Format
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Abstract

Southem didactic literature in booklet format is the written and published literature
which is similar to the book “Wat Koh” of the central region composed between 1927-
1976. Most of the southern literature in booklet format was the work of local people in
Nakhon Si Thammarat, Songkhla and Phatthalung. It is found that this didactic literature
clearly reflects the relationship between society and culture in southem region. For
example, there are roles of indoctrinating ethics to southern communities, reinforcing
harmony and good members to families, communities and the government, reflecting
state of society and social problem and expressing frustration. These roles are more
intensive than ancient southem didactic literature because there is more additional
information about the society in southern region thoroughly. It is indicated that the
southemn region in that time had to fall into trouble. The writers expected that people and
the society would help each other solving the problems. It can be concluded that this
group of literature plays the other roles except from general literature since it aims to
improve the society, solve problems, be sources of local history and entertain people due

to the fact that it is taught with traditionally read aloud for the audience.
Keyword: Social roles Didactic literature The Southern Didactic Literature
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