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Abstract
This study considers the concept of decentralization as it relates to
local government within a Thai context. Using a qualitative research design,
consisting of documentary research, focused interviews and expert testimonies,

using the Delphi technique, the study examines the constraints and limitations
imposed on local government organizations and then considers the ways in
which autonomy in local sovernment organization should be realized.

The study found that local governments in Thailand have exceedingly
little power or control over the decisions and policies that affect their given
constituencies. Major decisions, ranging from management structure, the
hiring and firing of employees and the setting of regulations through to the
allocation of budgetary resources, tax and fee collection and revenue generation
are all controlled and abjudicated by the central government.

The study then considers how a decentralized system of local
government organization would be vastly superior to the present system
and outlines the process by which a decentralized model of organization
should be structured. Starting with the transfer of taxation to local governments,
the researcher further advocates the dissolution of provincial government
bodies and the establishment of a two-tier sturcture, consisting of central

and local government administrative bodies.

Keywords: Guidelines for the Creation of Autonomous, Local Government

Organization
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