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Abstract

This research aims to study shadow puppetry within the contexts of:
1) the characteristics of communication; 2) content and modes of presentation;
3) communication problems; 4) audience’s demand for content and forms of
presentation; and 5) approaches for developing communication in disseminating
political knowledge. Using a qualitative research design, data was analyzed
from in-depth interviews, group discussions, and observations. The main contributors
were Mr. Prakieng Rakangtong, a renowned shadow puppet master, along with
several other shadow puppet performers, several academic scholars, some of
whom work with shadow puppets and six of whom work in the field of political
communication and twenty-four audience members.

The findings were as follows: 1) In temns of the characteristics of communication,
presenters adapted content to suit the environment and the audience. While
most presentations relied on dialogue and lively debate and delivered content
through humour, the actual topics selected, mostly political in nature, were by
and large drawn from local news and contemporary events. Although the
range of political topics explored varied considerably, all exhibited an abiding
faith in both the tennets of Buddhism and the principles of democracy, sharing
a steadfast belief in the power of people to exact constructive change. 2) In
terms of both content and the modes of presentation used, presentations

tended to focus on current administrative policies and contemporary social
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issues that are affecting people's well-being today. Although the modes of
presentation varied from one audience or venue to another, with up to ten
different modes observed, most relied on lively banter and teasing, and all
were extremely critical of the current situation in the country. 3) In terms of
communication problems, some performances were hindered due to the audience's
lack of knowledge concerning certain political issues. Others were affected by
what could be attributed to a generation gap between the audiences and the
puppet master. 4) In terms of the audience’s demand for content, issues of
interest ran the gamut from national security and defence, political reform and
governance to pressing economic problems and income generation. Just as
importantly, audiences consistently wanted to be entertained as well as informed.
5) In terms of communication development, puppet masters, if they are to
remain relevant in these rapidly changing times, need to hone their time-honoured
skills within this expressive genre while at the same time modemizing their
presentations to accommodate the changing culture of successive generations.
To make shadow puppetry more relevant and engaging to today's audiences,
puppet masters need to include more variety in terms of dialogue, lyrics, puppet

characters and musical instrumentation.

Keywords: Communication, Dissemination of political information, Shadow

puppet of Master Prakieng Rakangtong
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27" September 2017.

Khajorn Faites. (Interviewee) Piyata Soontornpiyaphan (Interviewer). at the
School of Communication Arts in Kasetsart University, Bangkok. On
1" September 2017.

Kieng Rakangtong (Interviewee) Piyata Soontornpiyaphan (Interviewer). at the
library of Suratthani Rajabhat University, Suratthani. On 15" March
2017.

Mitree Juntra (Interviewee) Piyata Soontornpiyaphan (Interviewer). at the
Graduate School of Nakhon Si Thammarat Rajabhat University,
Nakhonsithammarat. On 25" September 2017.

Pittaya Bussararut (Interviewee) Piyata Soontornpiyaphan (Interviewer). at
the library of Nakhonsithammarat, Nakhonsithammarat. On 3“
September 2017.



