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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to analyze the attitude of Karen people
towards the Karen and the Thai languages. The social factors used in this
research are the Karen’s residence area and age. The residence areas studied
in this research are Amphoe Ban Rai, Changwat Uthai Thani (Ban Choa Wat,
Ban Khlong Salao, Ban E-mat) and Amphoe Dan Chang, Changwat Suphan Buri
(Ban Khuai). Informants are divided into 3 age groups: the age group 15-25

years, 35-45 years and 55-65 years. The data were collected from 125 Karen
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people by matched guise technique. Statistical method, i.e. percentage, T-test
and ANOVA were used. The findings show that Karen people have a very
positive attitude towards both Karen and Thai languages equally. The results of
social-factor analysis show that the Karen people in Changwat Uthai Thani have
a positive attitude towards the Karen language more than the Karen people in
Changwat Suphan Buri. T-test analysis shows that the attitudes of the Karen
people in the two areas towards the languages are different significantly at 0.05
levels. The result of age analysis shows that positive attitudes towards their own
language increase with age. In other words the older they are, the more positive
attitudes towards Karen they have. The differences among groups are significant
at 0.05 levels; meanwhile, the differences of the three age groups’ attitudes
towards the Thai language are not insignificant. The oldest, the youngest and the
median groups have the most, the second most and the least positive attitudes
towards the Thai language respectively. The analysis of 11 attributes reflected by
the attitudes of Karen people towards Karen and Thai speakers reveals that all
of the informants agree that Karen people are kind, pleasant, honest and diligent

whereas Thai people are fashionable, educated and polite.
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